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1.1 | INTRODUCTION 

The Woodland Research and Technology Park (WRTP) Specific Plan guides the development of 

the 350 acre Plan Area in Woodland, California. The Specific Plan Area is envisioned within the 

City’s 2035 General Plan as a natural extension of the city, ideally located and positioned for jobs 

and housing development.  The establishment of the mixed use Plan Area is a natural progression 

of the City’s long history of innovation and creativity in food and agricultural production. 

The foundation for the Specific Plan is defined by a growing recognition that the factors that drive 

economic development and future growth are rapidly shifting.  With the rising importance of 

innovation and technology development, a region’s economic competitiveness increasingly 

depends on its ability to establish a high-quality system that fosters innovation and promotes the 

development, transfer, and commercialization of technology.  Such innovation ecosystems 

provide environments in which emerging and existing technology companies can be incubated 

and grown, researchers and companies can collaborate in a synergistic environment, and access 

to scientific, engineering, and entrepreneurial talent can be easily facilitated.  

 

 

This chapter introduces the Vision for the Plan Area, as influenced by the City’s General Plan, the 

physical attributes of the site and the strengths and opportunities of Woodland and the region. 

Following the detailed vision, this chapter outlines the Guiding Principles, which serve as the guide 

for the desired outcome of development within the Plan Area. Next is Plan Area Context, which 

provides the background and setting. The final sections provide the organization for the Specific 

Plan, lists the Related Documents and provides the list of Entitlements which were approved in 

conjunction with the Specific Plan.  

 

 

WOODLAND RESEARCH 

AND TECHNOLOGY PARK  

BUILDING ON OVER 100 

YEARS OF FOOD AND AG 

INNOVATION IN THE CITY 

OF WOODLAND  
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1.2 | VISION 

The Woodland Research and Technology Park will serve as a gateway to connect Woodland, a 

community that has shaped the future of food and agriculture for over a century, with UC Davis, 

one of the leading agricultural research universities in the world, through the creation of an 

enterprising mixed use community. The Plan Area is anchored by a technology and innovation 

campus, with vibrant businesses and integrated residential neighborhoods.  A dynamic “work-

live-play” environment will attract highly skilled professionals to the region and will provide new 

housing opportunities and a long-term economic base for Woodland’s future generations. The 

Plan Area will be a place where the existing strengths of the City are combined with the 

opportunities for the future, capitalizing on the technology transfer and research potential the 

Plan Area’s location and base economy provide.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Yolo County is a global hub for agricultural research, food production 

and sustainable technology.  The proximity of this site, just five minutes 

from UC Davis, wil l offer appropriate facilities for technology startups 

to put down roots.”  

 

Lon Hatamiya, former Secretary of Technology, Trade 

and Commerce for the State of California 

 

Northern California’s 

agricultural innovation 

is anchored by the 

leading edge research 

and development at 

UC Davis –  the nation’s 

premier agricultural 

research inst itut ion.  
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This vision and framework responds directly to the 2035 General Plan, Policy 2.L.2, which describes 

the Plan Area as…“a mixed-use residential district anchored by a research and technology business 

park in the Southern Gateway area at CR 25 and SR 113. Concentrate the highest intensity of 

development within and in close proximity to the business park area, with lower density, largely 

residential uses to the north.”  The development framework of the Plan Area was guided by this 

policy, translated onto the site to achieve the desired physical form, as shown in Exhibit 1-1, 

Vision Concept Diagram. 

 The research/technology campuses are strategically placed on the west edge of the Plan Area to 

serve as a gateway, the central core provides a village-center focal area with a mix of uses at 

higher densities (the “urban villages”), and the neighborhoods wrap the east and north edges to 

provide a compatible transition to the 

Spring Lake neighborhoods. This 

framework provides a distinct identity, a 

well-defined pattern and gradual 

transitions to the adjacent uses. The 

three primary districts which evolved 

from the vision; the Technology Park, the 

Village Center and The Villages, are 

introduced in the following section.  

Chapter 2 provides details on the Land 

Use Plan and Districts.            

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

EXHIBIT 1-1: VISION CONCEPT DIAGRAM                    

Th i s  Speci f ic  P lan 

prov ides  the phys ica l  

and pol icy  f ramework  

to implement  the v i s ion  

and serves  as  a  guide 

for  the in tent iona l  

development  of  the  

P lan Area.   

More deta i l  on  the land 

use p lan and d i s t r ic t s  i s  

p rov ided in  Chapter  2 .  
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TECHNOLOGY PARK 

 

Envisioned as a state-of-the-art technology 

hub specializing in emerging agricultural 

technologies and related research in energy, 

transportation and environmental sciences, 

the 120 acre research and technology 

campus will be a place of collaboration and 

exchange within a campus-like setting. 

Diverse public and private entities interested 

in collaborative innovation will be drawn to 

the unique setting provided in the Plan Area, 

a place where diverse business, job training, 

and new products, technologies and 

innovation can take root. 

VILLAGE CENTER  
 

The 45 acre Village Center is envisioned as the 

heart of the Plan Area, serving as the essential 

“third place” for residents, workers and 

employers.  Outdoor retail displays, restaurant 

patios and sidewalk cafés will spill out on to 

open-air hardscape plazas.  An 11-acre park 

“The Yard” framed by mid-rise townhomes and 

urban-style lofts will offer Tech Park 

employees, residents and the community a 

space to recreate, relax, and connect outside 

of home and work, steps from adjacent 

residential neighborhoods and less than a 

block from work. 

 

 
THE VILLAGES 

 

The 135 acre Village District provides diverse, 

high quality and attractive new 

neighborhoods and housing options, which 

will allow employees to live and work close 

by and move up and/or “age in place” within 

the same neighborhood. The Villages also 

serve to provide a seamless transition to the 

adjacent Spring Lake neighborhoods. 
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1.3 | EPICENTER OF AGRICULTURE & INNOVATION 

 

The City of  Woodland is  at  the epicenter of  one of  the most  

productive agricul tural  regions in the world.   Woodland’s ideal  

climate,  rich soil ,  and reliable water supply support a wide variety 

of  crops that  sustain a diverse portfolio of  businesses.   It  is  home 

to all  facets  of  the food system from local  farms and food 

processors to seed research and agricultural   

technology companies.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

190 COMPANIES & 

COUNTING 
 

SEED RESEARCH AND AG TECH 

FOOD PRODUCERS AND PROCESSORS 

INDUSTRY SUPPORT AND DISTRIBUTION 

MARKETS AND RETAILERS 
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 Regional Proximity 

 

Woodland is part of the Greater Sacramento Region, which is home to the capital of the 6th largest 

economy in the world and part of a larger mega-region that is economically linked to the Bay 

Area technology hubs, including San Francisco, the Silicon Valley, and the I-680 corridor.   

Woodland is located in the heart of the California Central Valley and at the confluence of abundant 

natural resources, major interstate highways, an inland port, and international airport.  Moreover, 

one of Woodland’s greatest attributes is its proximity to the University of California Davis, a 

university on the leading edge of research and innovation, affording connectivity to university 

resources, facilities, faculty, and students. The Plan Area is just seven miles (ten-minutes by ride 

share or shuttle) from the UC Davis main campus.  In addition to UC Davis, nearby universities of 

Sacramento State, Chico State, UC Berkeley and Stanford generate a continuous stream of 

talented graduates across all fields of scientific and engineering disciplines. 

EXHIBIT 1-2: LOCAL REGION PROXIMITY                    

Woodland 
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1.3.2 The Food Front 

Launched in 2017, The Food Front initiative brought Woodland’s story as the center point of food 

and agricultural responsibility, to the forefront.  The City of Woodland has historically been 

economically and socially fortified by the fertility of its surrounding farmlands.   

 

Connect ing  growers ,  food  producers  and  researchers ,   

The  Food Front  recognizes  the  impor tant  ro le  Woodland p lays  in  

agr icu l tura l  and  food  respons ibi l i ty  and  seeks  to  s trengthen  

Woodland’s  leadersh ip  capaci ty  in  th i s  realm through con t inued  

inves tment  in  forward - th ink ing pro jec ts  and ideas  that  wi l l  improve 

how food i s  grown,  harves ted,  processed  and en joyed .  

 

The Plan Area will provide opportunities to expand on existing initiatives such as Seed Central, 

AgStart, and The Vine, solidifying Woodland’s role as a key place for industry and academia to 

collaborate in to solve challenges of producing more, healthier food with less impact on natural 

resources.  
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1.3.3 Balanced Community- Work, Play, Live 

The design framework of the Plan Area is intended to create a place that is authentic, socially 

engaging and that provides a diversity of experiences within a half-mile radius of the plan’s 

featured 11-acre linear park.  The Woodland Research and Technology Park will offer a 

collaborative business environment with supporting research and development in a setting that 

encourages innovation and entrepreneurship.  

As a new employment center community, the Plan Area includes a range of housing options within 

close proximity to jobs and a commercial mixed-use Village Center, focused around a linear park.  

A multi-modal street network and bike-pedestrian trail system connects the entire Plan Area 

internally and to adjacent uses, including the neighboring Spring Lake residential community.  

Employees will be able to walk or bike to and from work and to outdoor recreation, retail and 

food/café venues, making the Plan Area an attractive place to live, recreate, shop and gather.  

Technology Park, Road B & The Yard – Artist Rendering  

The  Woodland  Research  & Technology  

Park  wi l l  o f fer  a  co l labora t ive  bus iness  

env ironment  wi th  suppor t ing  research  

and  deve lopment  in  a  se t t ing  tha t  

encourages  innovat ion  and  

en trepreneursh ip .  
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1.3.4 Local Talent 

The Plan Area is well positioned to retain and attract professionals in science and technology 

related fields to live in Woodland, including within the Plan Area.  An increasing number of faculty 

and executive staff from UC Davis choose to reside in Woodland.    Local employment training 

and workforce development opportunities through partnerships with the Woodland Community 

College, the Woodland Unified School District and UC Davis, are preparing local talent with the 

skills needed to support the demands of the technology sector, ensuring a steady and reliable 

employment base.  The Plan Area will provide opportunities to connect industry with established 

programs, create new collaborations to teach needed skills and inspire Woodland’s youth to 

pursue careers in a wide range of STEM and applied technology fields.  

 

 

 

 

 

308K STUDENTS 
ENROLLED IN A  

4 YEAR UNIVERSITY 
WITHIN 90 MILES 

Greater Sacramento  
Economic Council   

 

“Greater  Sacramento is  where innovators  are revo lut ioniz ing 

agricul tural  technology.   The region combines agricul tural  

abundance from farmers to  processors ,  highly ski l led science and 

tech talent  and the #1 agricul tural  sciences  universi ty  in  the 

nat ion – UC Davis .” 

Greater Sacramento Economic Council 
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1.3.5 Sustainability 

The Woodland Research and Technology Park will serve as a leader in eco-innovation and 

sustainability. Plan Area development will employ sustainable design principles, minimizing 

impacts of the project on the environment.  Sustainable building design, the use of low impact 

materials and construction techniques, on site water management and planning features that 

reduce commute trips and vehicle miles traveled will carry through the plan to help ensure the 

long-term health of the community and the environment.  

It is anticipated that progressive companies and 

businesses locating within the Plan Area will take 

these efforts to the next level, incorporating 

sustainability practices in day to day operations 

through the integration of clean and renewable 

energy, sustainable sourcing, use of recycled 

materials and minimization of hazardous chemicals, 

waste management, green packaging, attention to 

a sustainable product life cycle, and through the 

development of energy-efficient “green” products.   

The Plan Area, through development policies and standards, will play an important role in 

furthering the city’s greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction goals.  It is the goal of the Plan to strive 

for zero net energy consumption as outlined in the City’s 2035 Climate Action Plan.  The City’s 

Climate Action Plan provides strategies and tools for addressing GHG emissions from 

development and aim to reduce Woodland’s GHGs by 2020 and 2035 consistent with the State 

of California’s own targets.    

Specific policies and development standards outlined in Chapters 2 and 3 address the 

sustainability requirements and implementation.  

 

 

I t  i s  the  goal  o f  the  P lan  to  

s t r ive  for  zero  ne t  energy  

consumpt ion  as  out l ined  in  the  

Ci ty ’s  2035  Cl imate  Act ion  Plan .  
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1.4 | BUILDING ON LOCAL ASSETS 

The Plan Area will provide an attractive place for residents and employees to live, recreate, shop 

and gather for neighborhood events, while also enjoying the amenities and opportunities a City 

rich in history, entertainment and community pride has to offer, including the resurgence of its 

Historic Downtown Main Street. 

I t  i s  Woodland’s  r ich heri tage and small  town charm that  

cont inue to  at tract people  to  the  c i ty  and the  reason so many 

famil ies  have s tayed for  generat ions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

V IBRANT DOWNTOWN  

Woodland has experienced a resurgence of investment and planned growth.  In particular, 

Woodland’s Historic Downtown has seen many of its historic buildings renovated and given new 

life. High end home décor and clothing boutiques dot Downtown’s “Fabulous First Street,” while 

hip new restaurants representing a 

variety of tastes stretch from one end 

of Main Street to the other.  The City’s 

First Friday Art Walk and Thursday 

Night Live at the Plaza concert series, 

as well as its annual festivals and 

holiday events draw thousands to 

Main Street throughout the year.  

Woodland’s Annual California Honey 

Festival, spanning five blocks of 

downtown, draws 30,000 attendees 

from across the state. 

Annual Dinner on Main Event 

Woodland’s 3rd Annual California Honey Festival, spanning  five 

blocks of Main Street, drew over 30,000 attendees from across 

the state and country in 2019. 
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H ISTORIC AND NEW NEIGHBORHOODS 

In addition to its historic downtown, 

Woodland boasts two honorary 

historic residential districts.  Over 20 

historic architectural styles are 

represented, dating from the 1870’s 

to the 1950’s and 60’s.  Spring Lake, 

located immediately east of the Plan 

Area, is a master planned community 

of 4,000 residential homes.  Spring 

Lake carried the traditional 

neighborhood feel of Woodland’s 

historic districts, through gridded and 

well connected streets, a mix of 

residential housing types and 

interconnected Class 1 bike trails and parks. 

 

PRIME LOCATION 

When it’s time to get away, Woodlanders have access to sea or snow within one hour in either 

direction, east or west.  Lake Tahoe, San Francisco and the Napa Valley are all within a two-hour 

drive.  Sacramento, the State’s Capital, is located 20 minutes to the east as well as the Golden One 

Arena where the NBA Kings call home.  The Sacramento International Airport is an easy 10-minute 

drive or ride share from the city.   

For those desiring to stay closer to home, 

the Velocity Island Wake Board Park 

located in north Woodland, is a great 

place to cool off during the summer.  

Other’s may choose to explore the Yolo 

countryside,  Dunnigan Hills (an American 

Viticultural Area, “AVA”), or Capay Valley - 

the birthplace of the organic food 

movement, and taste the bounty of fresh, 

locally grown / made products or simply 

marvel at the ever-changing agricultural 

landscape.  

Velocity Island Wakeboard Park 

The Gable Mansion, built in 1885, is a California Historical 

Landmark  
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1.5 |SPECIFIC PLAN GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

In May 2017, the City of Woodland adopted a comprehensive update to its General Plan, setting 

the stage for future growth and development within its Urban Limit Line (ULL) through the year 

2035.  A key focus of the General Plan is economic development and job growth. The Plan Area is 

specifically envisioned within the General Plan as a natural extension of the city, ideally located 

and positioned for jobs and housing development.  

The 2035 General Plan designates the Plan Area as a New Growth Area, SP-1A.  Policy 2.L.2 

provides further guidance for the Plan Area:  

 

Based on the guidance provided by the Woodland General Plan and the desired vision of a state 

of the art technology hub with sustained economic growth and competiveness in today’s global, 

knowledge based economy, the following Guiding Principles provide the envisioned outcome and 

overarching vision for development within the Plan Area.  

 1. INNOVATION 

The Plan Area will develop as a state-of-the-art innovation center campus for technology, 

research and development, and office uses.  Flexibility in design and implementation is 

supported, allowing businesses to respond to market demand through phasing of 

construction and the ability to offer a variety of building types and sizes. Complementary 

uses within immediate proximity to the business park, including hotel, commercial, 

employee-serving retail and recreational opportunities will support day-to-day needs of 

businesses, their clients, and their employees.  

 

 

“Promote development of  SP -1A as a mixed-use res ident ia l  

distr ict  anchored by a research and technology bus iness park 

in the Southern Gateway area a t CR 25A and SR 113. 

Concentrate the h ighest intens ity of development with in and in 

close prox imity to the bus iness park area, with lower dens ity, 

largely res ident ial  uses to the north.  Encourage susta inable 

development through the use of renewable energy sources and 

water conservat ion tools with the goal of str iv ing to achieve 

zero net energy at the build ing and neighborhood level to the 

extent feas ible .”  
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2. TECHNOLOGY CAPTURE/ TALENT RETENTION TALENT RETENTION 

Collaboration with UC Davis, Woodland 

Community College and others will 

bolster start-up businesses and growing 

mid-to-large size companies through 

technology transfer and IP sourcing.  

The Plan will accommodate advanced 

technology-related jobs and training 

that allow a greater number of 

Woodland residents and college 

graduates from the Woodland 

Community College and throughout the region to live and work in the community, 

generating an infusion of intellectual capital.   

3.  3. BUSINESS PARTNERSHIPSARTNERSHIPS 

Companies locating in the Tech Campus will have the opportunity to take positive 

advantage of the existing and thriving seed, food, and agricultural-based industries 

currently located and doing business in and around Woodland.  Access to additional 

resources and new markets, new ideas, materials, and expertise will grow through strategic 

partnerships with new and existing businesses in Woodland.  

 4. SUSTAINABLE AND RESILIENT ARESILIENT 

The Plan Area will lead in energy efficiency and sustainable design.  Development within 

the Plan Area will incorporate cutting edge green building practices.  Land use strategies 

and transportation demand management will reduce vehicle miles traveled and facilitate 

the use of alternative fuel vehicles. The city’s urban forest canopy will be increased and 

projects will incorporate naturalized stormwater management.   These and other measures 

will contribute to meeting City goals for greenhouse gas reduction by 2035 contained in 

its 2035 Climate Action Plan. 

5. GATHERING PLACE5. GATHERING PLACE 

A successful Village Center and featured 11-acre linear park will provide a mix of social 

gathering spaces for employees, residents, and visitors to connect, recreate, and relax.  

These informal networking opportunities will foster greater innovation and engagement 

among the workforce and allow for the balanced integration of work and life that the next 

generation of professionals seek.  
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6. CONNECTIVITY/MOBILITYTY 

A combination of well-designed complete streets, protected bicycle lanes, and pedestrian 

/ bicycle greenways will prioritize the pedestrian experience throughout the Plan Area. 

Well-connected parks, open spaces and greenbelts will encourage residents and 

employees to walk, bike, or scooter rather than drive to work, home, and play.  Existing 

bike trails and greenbelts will extend from and connect to the adjacent community 

including nearby schools, community center and shopping center.  A shared mobility hub 

will serve as a point of connection for those arriving and departing the Tech Campus by 

various forms of alternative transportation – including micro transit stops and fixed bus 

routes with frequent service to Downtown Woodland and UC Davis.  Amenities to support 

last mile active transportation alternatives are featured, including bike and scooter share 

services.  

7. HEALTHY COMMUNITYHEALTHY  

Connected streets with bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities, trails, accessible parks, and open spaces with 

passive and programmed recreation will facilitate and 

encourage active, healthy living.  Access to healthy 

foods through community gardens, a farmer’s market 

and/or fresh produce market in the Village Center will 

be promoted.  A mix of social gathering places will 

enable employees and residents to come together for 

fun and relaxation, boosting emotional wellness.  

 

8. NEW NEIGHBORHOODS/SEAMLESS TRANSITIONS 

Diverse, high quality and attractive new neighborhoods and housing options, including 

single- and multi-family residential units and mixed-used projects will allow Tech Park 

employees to live and work close by and “move up” within the same neighborhood as 

families grow or nests are emptied.  Land use and circulation planning, coupled with design 

and development standards will ensure a thoughtful transition between the Plan Area and 

the adjacent Spring Lake neighborhood, complementing the established community. 
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1.6 | PLAN AREA CONTEXT AND CHARACTERISTICS 

1.6.1 Plan Area Location 

Exhibit 1-3 shows the location of the Specific Plan. The Plan Area is bound on the north and east 

by the Spring Lake Specific Plan Area, a 4,000-unit residential community. It is bound on the south 

by CR 25A and the City’s Urban Limit Line (ULL) and on the west by State Route 113 (SR 113). The 

Specific Plan Area consists of approximately 350 acres that are located just outside of the 

Woodland city limits but within the ULL.  

             EXHIBIT 1-3: PLAN AREA LOCATION 

1.6.2 Pre-Specific Plan Site Conditions 

The Plan Area is visible from the SR 113 and is characterized by relatively flat actively farmed 

agricultural land, with one house and one barn located along County Road (CR) 25A. Lands within 

and adjacent to the Plan area are classified as Prime Farmland, as determined by the Farmland 

Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP), California Department of Conservation.  Pre-Specific 

Plan access to the Plan area was from Gibson Road to the north and from the CR 25A interchange, 

via Harry Lorenzo Avenue (portions of which are unimproved). No natural streams, waterways or 

agricultural drainage canals exist in the Plan Area. Several existing trees in the Plan Area occur 

mainly adjacent to existing roadways. Existing utility poles, with overhead power lines, are located 

along SR 113 and Harry Lorenzo Avenue. 
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1.6.3 Surrounding Uses 

The Plan Area is located and surrounded by agricultural land to the south, SR 113 and agricultural 

land to the west, and urban development within Spring Lake on the north and east. A sports park 

and the Woodland Community and Senior Center are located within one-half mile west of the 

northern boundary of the Plan area, from Sports Park Drive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.6.4 Adjacent Infrastructure 

In anticipation of future development of the Specific Plan, the backbone utility lines in Spring Lake 

were oversized and stubbed out at the border of the two planning areas, to ensure efficient service 

to the Plan Area through extension of those backbone utility lines from Spring Lake. Spring Lake’s 

existing and planned bike network was also designed to connect seamlessly with the Plan area 

and includes a mix of dedicated on-street lanes and off-street paths. Similarly, the Plan Area 

extends and connects to the bikeways, pedestrian ways and open space corridors within Spring 

Lake.  

    EXHIBIT 1-4: AERIAL PHOTO OF PLAN AREA AND SURROUNDINGS 
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1.6.5 General Plan Land Use Designations 

The 2035 General Plan designates the Plan Area as one of three subareas in the Specific Plan 1 

(SP-1) new growth area, located in the southern part of the City. The Plan Area is classified as 

Specific Plan (SP-1A) in the General Plan Land Use Diagram, as shown in Exhibit 1.3. 

EXHIBIT 1-5: GENERAL PLAN LAND USE DESIGNATIONS 

 

1.7 | PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION OF SPECIFIC PLAN 

The Specific Plan is intended to guide the orderly growth and development of the Plan Area. 

Under California Government Code, sections 65450 through 65457, and the State General Plan 

Guidelines prepared by the Office of Planning and Research, a specific plan may be used to 

implement a general plan and its policies/programs.  

Another purpose of the Specific Plan is to exempt from further CEQA review, or limit the scope of 

subsequent CEQA review, projects undertaken to implement the Plan. Government Code section 

65457 provides a CEQA statutory exemption for any residential development project or zone 

change that is undertaken to implement and is consistent with a specific plan for which an EIR has 

been certified.  In addition, Public Resources Code (Section 21155.4(a)(2)) exempts from 
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subsequent CEQA review, residential, mixed-use, and employment center/office projects (with 

floor area ratios of 0.75 or greater) that are consistent with an adopted Specific Plan. 

California Government Section 65451(a) defines the following content requirements for specific 

plans, consisting of text and diagram(s), which specify all of the following: 

• The distribution, location, and extent of all land uses, including open space, within the area 

covered by the Specific Plan (Chapters 1, 2 and 5). 

• The proposed distribution, location, extent, and intensity of major components of public 

and private transportation, sewage, water, drainage, solid waste disposal, energy, and 

other essential facilities proposed to be located within the area covered by the plan and 

needed to support the land uses described in the plan (Chapters 4 and 5). 

• Standards and criteria by which development will proceed and standards for the 

conservation, development, and utilization of natural resources, where applicable 

(Chapters 2, 3 and 6). 

• A program of implementation measures, including regulations, programs, public works 

projects and financing measures necessary to carry out paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 (Chapter 6). 

 

1.8  | RELATED DOCUMENTS  

A specific plan works in conjunction with other regulatory documents to implement the 

development process. The following section provides a brief description of these related 

documents. Chapter 7, Administration, provides more detail on the functions of these documents. 

1. GENERAL PLAN 

The California Government Code requires that Specific Plans be consistent with the local 

jurisdiction’s adopted General Plan.  The General Plan is a statement of the community’s 

land use values and is the underlying basis for its vision and direction. An analysis of the 

consistency of the Specific Plan with applicable General Plan policies and actions is 

provided in the EIR. 

2. WOODLAND ZONING CODE 

The Specific Plan includes Development Standards and Design Guidelines, which are 

adopted into Ordinance (Zoning Code Title , Chapter , Article__) These regulations shall 

govern development, improvements and construction within the Plan Area.  

3. IMPROVEMENT STANDARDS  

The Improvement Standards establish basic standards and detail sheets for construction 

of public infrastructure.  These standards and specifications apply to all construction within 
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the Plan Area, unless otherwise addressed herein.  To the extent that a component or 

regulation of the Specific Plan differs from a requirement of the Standards, the Specific 

Plan will take precedence.  Where the Specific Plan is silent, the Standards will be used for 

purposes of interpretation, and/or directly applied as appropriate. 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

The City of Woodland was the lead agency in the preparation and certification of an 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR), pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA).  The EIR for the WRTP Specific Plan (State Clearinghouse Number #2017062042) 

examines the environmental impacts of the proposed plan and identifies potential changes 

in the environment that would result from implementation of the plan. CEQA Guidelines 

(Title 14, California Code of Regulations) Section 15183 provides that projects consistent 

with development density, zoning, community planning, and the general plan for which 

an EIR was certified do not trigger a new environmental review unless there are new 

impacts that have not already been properly addressed. Section 65457(a) of the California 

Government Code and CEQA Guidelines Section 15182(a) provide that no EIR or negative 

declaration is required for any residential project undertaken in conformity with an 

adopted Specific Plan for which an EIR has been certified.  

The EIR for the Specific Plan is intended to qualify subsequent projects within the Plan 

Area for these exemptions, assuming those projects are consistent with the adopted 

Specific Plan, and fulfill all applicable conditions and CEQA mitigation measures.  

 

1.9  | PROPOSED ENTITLEMENTS 

The Specific Plan and related documents were approved by the City of Woodland as part of the 

entitlement process. These entitlements included certification of the EIR, adoption of the Specific 

Plan, approval of a General Plan Amendment, and Pre-Zoning of the Plan.  In addition to the above 

listed entitlements, separate annexation requests to Yolo County Local Agency Formation 

Commission (LAFCo) are required prior to the processing of individual developments.  Individual 

development projects are subject to review and approval of subsequent permits and entitlements 

by the City of Woodland, other local, State and Federal agencies. Chapter 7, Administration, 

provides more detail on the Specific Plan Administration processes. 

 




